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Prelude

Carol

Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
Wanda Griffiths, Organist
Once in Royal David’s City
Ethan Ibsen, Soloist
Once in royal David’s city
Stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a mother laid her baby
In a manger for his bed.
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ, her little child.

All:

He came down to earth from heaven
Who is God and Lord of all,
And his shelter was a stable,
And his cradle was a stall;
With the poor and mean and lowly
Lived on earth our Saviour holy.
Jesus is our childhood’s pattern,
Day by day like us he grew,
He was little, weak, and helpless,
Tears and smiles like us he knew:
And he feeleth for our sadness,
And he shareth in our gladness.
Not in that poor lowly stable,
With the oxen standing by,
We shall see him; but in heaven,
Set at God’s right hand on high;
Where like stars his children crowned
All in white shall wait around.
Where like stars his children crowned
All in white shall wait around.
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arr. Michael Burkhardt

Traditional
arr. David Willcocks

Welcome and Prayer
Carol

Pastor John McLarty
Veni, Veni (O Come, O Come, Emmanuel)
Green Lake Church Orchestra

Scripture

The Birth of Jesus According to Luke
Luke 2:1-7

Traditional
arr. Chip Davis
Nancy Chen Ibsen

In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be
taken of the entire Roman world. (This was the first census that took place
while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) And everyone went to their own
town to register.
So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
Bethlehem, the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line
of David. He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be
married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the time
came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She
wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no
guest room available for them.
Carol

Reading

In the Bleak Midwinter
(Tune: CRANHAM)
Green Lake Church Ringers
In December Darkness

Gustav Holst
arr. Sandra Eithun

Kirk Rue

The whole world waits in December darkness
for a glimpse of the Light of God.
Even those who snarl “Humbug!”
and chase away the carolers
have been seen looking toward the skies.
The one who declared he never would forgive
has forgiven,
and those who left home
have returned,
and even wars are halted,
if briefly,
as the whole world looks starward.
Carol

Cantique de Noel (O Holy Night)
Green Lake Church Orchestra

Adolphe Adam
arr. Chip Davis
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Scripture

The Angels Appear to the Shepherds
Luke 2:8-14

Francisco Lopez-Mesinas

And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch
over their flocks at night. An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. But the
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will
cause great joy for all the people. Today in the town of David a Savior has
been born to you; he is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign to you:
You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.”
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel,
praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.”
Carol

Carol

Gloria Fanfare
Green Lake Church Ringers

Hark! the Herald Angels Sing
Felix Mendelssohn
Green Lake Church Junior Choir arr. Vicki Hancock Wright

Glory to the newborn King!
Glory to the newborn King!
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King:
Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!”
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
Join the triumph of the skies;
With angelic hosts proclaim,
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King.”
Christ, by highest heav’n adored:
Christ, the everlasting Lord!
Late in time, behold Him come,
Offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see:
Hail th’incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with men to dwell,
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Michael E. Akers

Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King.”
Glory to the newborn King!
Glory to the newborn King!
Glory to the newborn King!
Hail! the heav’n born Prince of Peace!
Hail! the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
Ris’n with healing in His wings.
Mild He lays His glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Hark! the herald angels sing,
“Glory to the newborn King.”
Glory to the newborn King!
Glory to the newborn King!

Scripture

The Shepherds Travel to Bethlehem
Luke 2:15-20

Violet Morrow

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said
to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
happened, which the Lord has told us about.”
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was
lying in the manger. When they had seen him, they spread the word
concerning what had been told them about this child, and all who heard it
were amazed at what the shepherds said to them. But Mary treasured up
all these things and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds returned,
glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen,
which were just as they had been told.
Carol

We Shall Light a Thousand Candles
Green Lake Church Singers

David Rasbach

We shall light a thousand candles,
dispelling the night with a glorious morn;
We shall sing a thousand carols
proclaiming our wonderful Savior is born!
Tell it far and tell it near,
Speak of the love He gave us;
Every nation needs to hear:
“Jesus was born to save us!”
We shall light a thousand candles,
dispelling the night with a glorious morn;
We shall sing a thousand carols
proclaiming our wonderful Savior is born!
Go into the blinding night,
Sing of this great salvation,
Take the glorious Gospel light
to every tongue and nation.
We shall light a thousand candles,
dispelling the night with a glorious morn;
We shall sing a thousand carols
proclaiming our wonderful Savior is born!
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Offering
Introduction

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Puget Sound

Offering Blessing
Reading

Francisco Lopez
Carmen Mitchell, Director, Distribution Center
Gabriel Mitchell, Chawnie Mitchell
Lydia I. Muniz, Interim President and CEO
Pastor John McLarty

Later
Later
after the angels,
after the stable,
after the Child,
they went back . . .
as we always must,
back to the world that doesn’t understand
our talk of angels and stars
and especially not the Child.
We go back complaining that it doesn’t last.
They went back singing praises to God!
We do have to go back,
but we can still sing the alleluias!

Carol

A Christmas Blessing
Green Lake Singers

Patti Gibson

Philip Stopford

May the joy of the angels, the gladness of the shepherds,
the worship of the wise men, and the peace of the Christ child
be yours this Christmas.
May Christ, who by his incarnation gathered into one all things earthly,
all things heavenly, and fill you with joy and peace.
And the blessing of God the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit
be with you and remain with you always. Amen.
A Christmas Message
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Pastor John McLarty

CONGREGATIONAL CAROLS
HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING
Hark! The herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King;
Peace on earth and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled:
Joyful all ye nations rise,
Join the triumph of the skies,
With th’angelic host proclaim,
Christ is born in Bethlehem.
Hark! The herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King.

Tune: MENDELSSOHN
arr. David Willcocks

Hail the heaven-born Prince of Peace!
Hail the Sun of Righteousness!
Light and life to all He brings,
Risen with healing in His wings;
Mild He lays His glory by,
Born that man no more may die,
Born to raise the sons of earth,
Born to give them second birth.
Hark! The herald angels sing
Glory to the newborn King.

SILENT NIGHT

Tune: STILLE NACHT

Silent night, holy night, All is calm, all is bright;
Round yon virgin mother and Child!
Holy Infant, so tender and mild,
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.
Silent night, holy night, Darkness flies, all is light;
Shepherds hear the angels sing,
“Alleluia! Hail the King!
Christ the Savior is born,
Christ the Savior is born.”
Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light;
Radiant beams from Thy holy face,
With the dawn of redeeming grace,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.
Silent night, holy night, Wondrous star, lend thy light;
With the angels let us sing,
Alleluia to our King;
Christ the Savior is born,
Christ the Savior is born.
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PARTICIPANTS
Green Lake Church Singers
Dr. Wanda R. Griffiths, Conductor
Minister of Music, Green Lake Church of Seventh-day Adventists
Green Lake Church Orchestra
Alex Gagiu, Conductor
Green Lake Church Junior Choir
Shelly LaGrone, Director
Green Lake Church Ringers
Shelly LaGrone, Director
Pastor John McLarty, Senior Pastor
Green Lake Church of Seventh-day Adventists
Readers
Patti Gibson, Nancy Chen Ibsen, Francisco Lopez-Mesinas, Violet Morrow, Kirk Rue
Readings are taken from Kneeling in Bethlehem by Ann Weems.
Candlelight Christmas Virtual Concert Coordinator
Charlene Morrow
Candlelight Christmas Virtual Concert Videographer and Editor
Ibsen Production LLC – Gudmundur Ibsen
Program Design and Layout
Carolyn Lacy
Publicity and Promotion
Francisco Lopez and Bryan Carli

8

Green Lake Church Orchestra
Violin
Irina Gagiu
Francisco Lopez-Mesinas
Gabriel Mays
Phoebe Mays
Christopher Pham
Elizabeth Pham
Marc Ramirez

Viola
Katrina Carli
Christian Lee
Caleb Park
Teresa Strobel
Alwin Vyhmeister
Karl Vyhmeister

Cello
Michelle Carlill
Andrew Gagiu
Addison Lee
Isabella Park
Serafina Park
Mary Walters

Piano
Stephanie Mays

String Quartet
Irina Gagiu, Violin
Charlotte Ishikawa, Violin

Karl Vyhmeister, Viola
Andrew Gagiu, Cello

Green Lake Church Junior Choir
Lisi Case, Accompanist
Sophia Acevedo
Kendall Baker
Siena Callender
Ken Case

Ethan Ibsen
Elizabeth Josiah
Katherine Josiah
Francisco Lopez-Mesinas

Sureya McGrath
Charlene Morrow
Oliver Morrow
Violet Morrow

Fiona Parviz
Victoria Ramos
John Rickaby
Richard Voth

Green Lake Church Ringers
Lisa Kim Bartin
Michelle Carlill
Alex Gagiu

Wanda Griffiths
Gudmundur Ibsen
Katherine Josiah

Shelly LaGrone
Marleen Land
Dana Waters

Green Lake Church Singers
Soprano
Lisi Case
Sophie Fullerton
Irina Gagiu
Clara Johnson
Jane Kapush
Rhona Kwiram
Erika Orban
Teresa Strobel

Alto
Karen Baker
Hellen Gagiu
Emily Kurlinski
Shelly LaGrone
Charlene Morrow
Myrtle Mitchell
Melissa Negretti
Dana Waters

Tenor
Ken Fairchild
J. R. Josiah
Tim Keller
Alvin Kwiram
Hector Valdivia

Bass
Ken Case
Michael Delos
Lowell Dunston
Alex Gagiu
Andrew Gagiu
Mark Haun
Jesse Negretti
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TONIGHT’S CHARITY
Rooted in the Puget Sound region for more than 60 years, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Puget
Sound is the nation’s largest donor- and volunteer-supported mentoring network. It creates
meaningful one-to-one relationships between adult volunteer mentors and young people ages 6
through 18. It serves youth in King and Pierce counties through mentoring programs in
communities, schools, and workplaces. Its mission is to create and support one-to-one
mentoring relationships that ignite the power and promise of youth.
Visit the BBBSPS Website: https://www.bbbsps.org/

MINISTRIES AT GREEN LAKE CHURCH
Sabbath School
Saturday mornings, volunteers create warm, happy experiences for children. This experience
includes music and instruction in morals and spiritual life using the Bible as a primary text. For
the younger children, there are crafts and snacks. For the older ones, there is thoughtful
exploration of life issues. In all of these classes, there are opportunities for parents to connect
with other parents. During this time of the pandemic, the various Sabbath School groups are
meeting together Saturday mornings via Zoom. Contact the church office to receive
information on how to join one of these groups.
Worship
God and faith stand at the center of our life as a congregation. Saturday mornings at 11:00 we
worship through music, preaching, and fellowship. Our music features organ, choir, and
hymns. Often we have performances by guest musicians whose music ranges from classical to
contemporary. Our orchestra and bell choirs provide opportunities for participation and
greatly enrich our worship. The preaching is lucid and hopeful. The sense of community is
warm and welcoming. Worship during the pandemic can be viewed Saturdays at 11:00 on
YouTube (https://www.youtube.com/user/GreenLakeChurch/) or Zoom (contact the church
office).
Hands Across the Waters
This ministry exists to encourage awareness of needs inside and outside of our country and an
opportunity to be directly involved. Weekly offerings are collected by the children after the
children’s story during the church service. Projects have included books for an orphanage in
Mexico; a trip to help with orphanage construction; educational support of girl scholars in
Africa; basic necessities for children in Gambell, Alaska; Canvasback Missions, providing health
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services and education in the South Pacific; construction of a preschool/elementary school in
Ukraine; outfitting a science classroom at a Belize high school; improving sanitation in a
Lesotho (Africa) hospital; school scholarships for students and orphans in both India and
Namibia (Africa); financial assistance to an orphanage in Ukraine; and an instructional mission
trip to teach Native American students science and technology classes in Arizona.
Homeless Care Packages
Distribution of gallon-size Ziploc® bags containing basic necessities to the homeless at freeway
off-ramps. Contents of the bags may include soap, comb, toothbrush, toothpaste, floss, razor,
shampoo, first-aid kit, sewing kit, pocket Bible, hand sanitizer, wipes, tissues, flashlight,
emergency blanket, feminine hygiene supplies, and food.
Housing Ministry
The Green Lake Housing Ministry focuses on providing housing support for families and
individuals who are in the Seattle area temporarily for emergency or other major medical
reasons. It currently supports four sites, including two that are owned by the Green Lake
Foundation. The Housing Ministry provides a quiet, beautiful home base for these patients or
their families while dealing with life-changing events.
Neighborhood Meal
Green Lake Church provides a monthly meal at a Lake City church for approximately 80
individuals experiencing homelessness.
Lecture Series
Twice yearly—spring and autumn—Green Lake Church sponsors a weekend Lecture Series
with guest speakers on topics of theology and ethics. Contact the church office (206-522-1330)
to be notified about future programs.
Ronald McDonald House
Every Thanksgiving, Green Lake Church provides the food for Thanksgiving dinner at the
Ronald McDonald houses associated with Children’s Hospital. We typically feed about 80
families. Leftover funds and donated goods are provided to stock the pantries of the houses
throughout the year.
Green Lake Preschool and Childcare Center
For more than twenty years, Green Lake Church was the parent organization for the Green
Lake Preschool and Childcare Center. Now a stand-alone nonprofit operating on the premises
of the church, the preschool continues to provide quality childcare to the Green Lake
community. People of all faiths and those without religious traditions are welcome at the
preschool. It’s a safe place for any child to experience the important common denominators of
unity, equality, respect, sharing, and community spirit. Since 1999, Green Lake Preschool has
been continuously accredited by NAEYC. Late in 2016, the Green Lake Preschool and
Childcare Center opened a second campus, Woodland Hall, at 516 NW 56th Street in Ballard.
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THE GREEN LAKE CHURCH
CANDLELIGHT CHRISTMAS CONCERT
The Green Lake Church Candlelight Christmas Concert began fifty-five years
ago to raise money for a missionary family. In the fall of 1965, the local chapter of the
Woman’s Auxiliary of the Loma Linda University School of Medicine (spouses of
Loma Linda University School of Medicine alumni) planned to assist a missionary
doctor in Africa. Joyce Grauman, the Auxiliary President, not knowing she was about
to start a tradition, had an idea for a fundraiser. She asked her father-in-law,
Dr. Arthur Grauman, the Green Lake Church organist and choir director, “Could the
Auxiliary sponsor a Christmas concert featuring Green Lake Church musicians and
take a mission offering?” Dr. Grauman (a Loma Linda University School of Medicine
alumnus) thought it was a splendid idea.
On December 24, 1965, Green Lake Church was filled for the first Candlelight
Christmas Concert. The happy recipients of the offering were Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth
Sturdevant at the Kendu Mission Hospital in Kenya, East Africa. They used the
money to purchase a long-needed, new anesthesia machine.
Such a joyous event begged to be repeated, and by 1968 the concert was listed as
the “Fourth Annual Christmas Candlelight Concert.” The concert is now sponsored by
Green Lake Church, and the organization receiving the entire offering is closer to
home.
We are grateful for all the choir directors, organists, and other musicians who
have planned and participated in the concerts since 1965, and especially grateful to the
Women’s Auxiliary and to Joyce Grauman for starting this beloved Green Lake
Church Christmas tradition.
A special thanks to Joyce Grauman and the late Janet Grauman Johnson for
relating their memories, to church secretaries for filing bulletins and newsletters, and
to the late Mildred Jensen for preserving choir programs (and knowing where to find
them upon request).
— Dana Waters and Wanda R. Griffiths

GREEN LAKE CHURCH OF SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTISTS
6350 East Green Lake Way North, Seattle, WA 98103-5416
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Web site: www.greenlakesda.org
Senior Pastor: John McLarty 253-350-1211
Minister of Music: Wanda Griffiths 206-542-2558
Orchestra: Alex Gagiu 206-498-3444
Junior Choir: Shelly LaGrone 253-678-6963
Green Lake Ringers: Shelly LaGrone 253-678-6963
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