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Read about the special 
Sabbath School 
programs coming up 
and see how you can 
participate! 
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In one of his stories, Jesus describes a 
sheep that is hopelessly lost. The sheep 
can do nothing to ameliorate his 
distress. But not to worry. The shepherd 
will search until he finds his lost sheep. 
Then, hoisting the sheep onto his 
shoulder, he will march off toward 
home, triumphant. All the sheep had to 
do to get found was to sit tight in the 
bush, to do nothing. The rest was up to 
the shepherd. And the shepherd would 
not fail. It's one of my favorite pictures 
of God.  
 
I never tire of telling this story. 
However, I am occasionally reminded 
that this story is not enough to capture 
the totality of healthy religion. While it 
beautifully portrays the heart of God, it 
misses the essential reality of living well 
as a human being: we have to do 
something. We cannot live well if we 
imagine that all initiative lies with God. 
To live well, we must do something. 
Actually, we have to do a lot of things. 
 
Jesus himself highlights this point in 
another of his parables, a dark story. In 
this story, Jesus tells of a man who was 
given money to manage while his 
master was on a long trip. The man took 
no risks. He simply buried the money. 
When the master returns he rips the 
timid man—not for his meager results 
but for his meager investment. “You 
could have done SOMETHING!!!” the 

master exploded. “You could have tried!” 
Doing nothing was absolutely 
unacceptable. The do-nothing servant is 
expelled from the household with 
extreme prejudice. 
 
Both of Jesus' stories tell the truth. But 
they are contrasting truths. In the first 
story Jesus paints a picture of the desire 
and intention of God. God wishes for our 
success. When we are in trouble, God 
longs for our rescue, not our punishment. 
The sheep safely home in the sheep 
pen—both the sheep that got lost and the 
sheep who never strayed—is a picture of 
heaven. God will get us there. God not 
only desires our heavenly salvation. God 
will accomplish it. 
 
In the second story Jesus portrays the role 
of human initiative and engagement. We 
have work to do. If we neglect our proper 
work, life will not go well. There are 

(Continued on page 2) 
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diapers to be changed and rent to be paid. The car needs 
its oil changed. There are exams to study for and 
retirement to save for. Our physical therapist prescribes 
exercises; we will benefit only if we do them. Life works 
far better when we do these things consistently. The 
money we need to care for ourselves and our families and 
friends comes from showing up at work on time, every 
day.  
 
Our religion—whether we think of our religion as 
Christianity or more particularly as Adventism or even 
more particularly as the Green Lake Church community—
our religion includes beliefs about God and shared 
convictions about how to live. We believe God is good, 
just, loving, lawful, compassionate, honest, just, powerful, 
benevolent. We also exhort one another to tell the truth, 
work hard, study hard, keep Sabbath, eat healthfully, 
exercise, get regular sleep, use dignified speech, practice 
sexual purity, refuse to steal, honor our parents and 
honor our children, pray, give thanks, practice frugality 
and generosity, give money to the church and other 
worthy charities, pay bills, pay taxes. 
 
This is a lot work. Sometimes we get tired of pushing. We 
are tempted to settle back and take it easy, to drop the 
initiative. In these times of weariness, our life together 
comes to our aid. The example of our friends at church, 
the exhortations in sermons and Sabbath School lessons, 
prod us to get up and go at it again. We find ourselves 
shaped by the expectations and norms of our church. We 
are helped.  
 
We carry our expectations of one another lightly. We 
know everyone's story is unique. We do not know the 
struggles others face. We do not know the hindrances 
they must overcome. So we are gentle with each other 
and respectful. Still, we practice exhortation. We 
encourage one another to take the initiative again. We 
urge each other to give it another shot. We want our 
friends to succeed, to prosper, to be happy and healthy 
and holy. And we know that good habits move us in that 
direction.  
 
So, let's nourish our souls with a lively appreciation for the 
generosity of God. Then get busy and do something. Once 
more, let's invest our lives in habits that will pay rich 
dividends. We will be glad we did. 

Pastoral Perspective, (Continued from page 1) 

Northwest Harvest 
The next date for Northwest Harvest will be 

Wednesday, March 7, from 1:00-3:00.  If you would 
like to participate, contact Lowell Dunston, 425-471-
5546 or lowelldunston@gmail.com. 

Northwest Harvest requires two days’ notice on 
the number of people coming.  
Carpooling options are available. 

Washington state has a very 
strict dress code for those 
packaging food.   
At the NWH Kent warehouse, all 
volunteers must wear closed-toe 
shoes, and layers are suggested.  
Shoulders, underarms, and midriffs need to be 
covered.  Volunteers must also remove all jewelry 
when helping at the Kent warehouse.   

What are you planting this spring? 

mailto:lowelldunston@gmail.com
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Oh, Freedom! 

Originally organized in 1971 to serve as “Adventist Mis-
sionaries” in the City of Seattle, the mission of this a Capella 
gospel group is “to use music as a wake-up call to the 
Gospel message, God’s redeeming love and His second 
advent. “ 

les Chanticleers a Cappella Choir 
 

Perform for Sabbath School 
at 

Green Lake Church of Seventh-day Adventists 
 

February 17, 2018, 9:30 a.m. 

Photo: The Gleaner, February 3, 1986 

Deep River, An’ I Cry, Ryder, Wayfaring Stranger, Gonna Journey Away,  

Sinner, Please Doan’ Let Dis Harves’ Pass, I Hear a Voice A-Prayin’ 

http://documents.adventistarchives.org/Periodicals/NPG/NPG19860203-V81-03.pdf
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Total Praise 
Green Lake Church of SDA Sabbath School 

February 24, 2018, 9:30 a.m. 
with 

Daniel Wassé and Melody Bennett 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Come join in singing  

spirituals, gospel songs, and traditional hymns 
 

Green Lake Church is blessed with the gift of music and with talented musicians. In 
celebration of that gift, our Sabbath School program on February 24 will be a tradi-

tional sing along with everyone participating. We will sing: 

 Steal Away, Go Down Moses, Farther Along, Amazing Grace, 
O Lord Our Lord, When God First Brought us Back, Total Praise 
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Green Lake Junior Choir –  

            Alive and Well! 
 

If you haven’t stopped by the Primary Room about 
9:30 on a Sabbath morning, you might want to 
check out what is happening with the younger 
members of our congregation.  Of course, the Green 
Lake Junior Choir is practicing, but there’s more to it 
than that. 
 
This fall we learned about Martin Luther, the Refor-
mation, and how people and events in Europe 500 
years ago influenced what 
we believe about God today.  
It was exciting to sing a Ger-
man chorale that was proba-
bly part of the Easter Sunday 
worship service about 450 
years ago.   One mother re-
ported that her daughter 
danced about the house 
singing all three stanzas of 
“With High Delight” by memory.  Great way to con-
nect with believers who have gone before! 
 
For Christmas we focused on “I Saw Three Ships”, a 
familiar English carol.  With Daniel Wasse at the pi-
ano and the Green Lake Ringers joining in the per-
formance, this made musical memories for all the 
choir members.  Great way to connect with the Eng-
lish holiday tradition! 
 
Currently, the choir is in traveling mode.  In ob-
servance of Black History Month, our February 24 
performance will feature “Siyahamba,” one of the 
most popular African folk songs.  The choir will sing 
the traditional African text, as well as the English 
translation, “We are marching in the light of God.”  
In rehearsal this past Sabbath, percussion instru-
ments were added.  You should have seen the abso-
lute delight of the singers!  Great way to honor the 
members of the African community who contribute 
to the international spirit of Green Lake Church!  
 
Be sure to attend the worship service on February 
24.  We will have other exciting news to share with 
you! 

International 

Sabbath 
 

Our congregation is 
blessed to have members 
from many different 
cultural backgrounds. On 
May 12 we will celebrate our rich diversity with 
International Sabbath. 
 
We need your help!  If you would like to share your 
cultural heritage as part of our worship service 
please contact either Charlene Morrow 
(charlene_and_douglas@comcast.net) or Rosalie 
Contreras (rosalie.contreras55@gmail.com). 
 
You can share music, scripture, or some other 
worship tradition from your culture.  You can 
participate as part of a group, or individually.  We 
look forward to learning more about your worship 
traditions and including them in our worship service. 

 

Everyone can 

plan to 

participate by 

wearing 

clothing from 

your culture, 

and by bringing 

special foods 

from your 

heritage to 

share at 

potluck.  Mark 

your calendars 

for May 12 and 

plan to come 

for the 

celebration. 

  

mailto:charlene_and_douglas@comcast.net
mailto:rosalie.contreras55@gmail.com
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Mission Trip to Holbrook 
 
In October 2017, some GLC church members went 
to Holbrook, AZ for on a mission trip. Alwin 
Vyhmeister and Cheryl Wells, Mark Haun, Jane 
Kapush, and the McGrath family travelled to the 
Holbrook SDA Indian school in order to teach Sci-
ence, Technology, Engineering, and Math (STEM) 
classes to the Native American Indian students that 
attend the school.   
 
It was a very successful trip, and many relationships 
were formed with both the students and facul-
ty.  The school has been around for approximately 70 years serving many different Indian tribes, and has 
made a remarkable difference in their lives.  On this trip, the students learned about rockets, sound, electron-
ics, virtual and augmented reality, as well as structures, aerodynamics, computer programming, and astrono-
my.   

The students learned how to build their 
own rockets and launch them.  They learned 
how to build a Mars colony in a computer 
program called SketchUp and then “walk” 
through it using Virtual Reality. They 
learned how to build structurally sound 
bridges and buildings.  They learned how to 
complete an electrical circuit to produce 
sound. They learned math concepts. They 
learned about God’s great universe with an 
evening of gazing through the telescope.   
 
We tried to encourage the students to take 
their interest and dreams to the next level 
and go to college. And on Sabbath after 
church, they treated us to a local field trip 
to the Petrified Forest.  It was a great expe-

rience, not just for the students, but for us as 
well.  We hope in the future that this is not just a 
one-time occurrence, but rather an annual or bi-
annual event where more of our congregation can 
give a little bit of their skills and knowledge to foster 
hope in the Native American students.  The Pacific 
Union Recorder magazine ran an article about our 
mission trip.  If interested, you can read a more thor-
ough summary about the trip in pages 16-19 at the 
link below. 
https://issuu.com/pacificunionrecorder/
docs/0118recorderissu3 

 Thank you, 
 The HAW Team 

https://issuu.com/pacificunionrecorder/docs/0118recorderissu3
https://issuu.com/pacificunionrecorder/docs/0118recorderissu3
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“Blue Bucket” Donations — Message from the HAW Team 

 For the past 4 months, we have been donating to an orphanage in Ukraine 
called Alfa-Nik, and we raised over $4,476.43.  Part of this money will help buy a 
van to transport the children, and the rest will be used for supplies and upkeep for 
the orphanage.   
 Thank you for all your continued donations.  Beginning in February, we 
transitioned our support to PRIA Ministries, which runs a school and mission in  
Tanuku, India.  Many of you may recognize this organization as we have donated to 
it off and on in the past.  This school was founded by the Chedalawada family in 
2001 and works to provide a Christian education to kids.  
 Besides running the school, PRIA Ministries feeds and clothes widows and the poor and trains lay people 
to nurture the surrounding community. The children’s story offering collection will go towards both the building 
of a third floor and towards assisting the children financially to attend the school. The school is exceptionally full 
with over 450 students and is in desperate need of more space. More information about the ministry can be 
found at www.priaministries.com. 

All Puget Sound  
Adventist Academy  …  
ALUMNI, ATTENDEES, 
FORMER STAFF, TEACH-
ERS, AND PARENTS, as 
well as CURRENT STU-
DENTS AND FAMILIES …  
 
Please join us for Alumni 
Sabbath Activities at the 
school gym on Satur-
day, February 24,  3:00 
p.m.,  with Registration, 
Meet, Greet, Eat, and Pho-
tos.  Worship program be-
gins at 4 p.m. Come and be 
a part of honoring the lega-
cy of our school families 
including the introduction of 
the “Katie Luce Wilson Me-
morial Scholarship.”      
Ladies volleyball begins at 
6:00 p.m., followed by guys 
basketball.  Concessions 
available.   
 
With this year, we have a 20 
year reunion class.  Hope to 
see you all!  For questions, 
please call the school 
425.822.7554 

http://www.priaministries.com/
tel:(425)%20822-7554
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February 17  John McLarty 

February 24  John McLarty 

March 3   Percy Mazilla and John McLarty 

March 10  Dominique Davis 

March 17  John McVay 

March 24  John McLarty 

March 31  John McLarty 

February 

Sabbath School Programs 

February 17  “Oh, Freedom!”    
 Les Chanticleers, an a cappella choral group of talented singers 
from local SDA churches, will present an all-music program, featuring 
spirituals and traditional American folk songs and hymns.  Spirituals are 
uniquely American songs of hope and freedom, spontaneously composed 
and sung by African slaves.  Spirituals fueled their determination to en-
dure—even transcend—the pain and cruelty of 247 years of  slavery.  To-
day, these songs remind us of how precious the gift of freedom is, and 
how diligently we must work to protect it. 

February 24 Total Praise 
                A traditional sing along, with everyone participating.  Daniel 
Wassé and Melody Bennett will lead in singing spirituals, gospel songs, 
and traditional hymns. 

Communion Service 
Share an evening meal — then join in 

communion 
 
The next communion will be the evening 
of March 30. We will begin at 6:30 with a light 
supper in fellowship hall. 

Please bring simple, ready to serve, food to share 
for supper. Soup, bread and spread, fruit, vegeta-
bles, cheese or dessert would be ideal. 

 
After we enjoy 
eating togeth-
er, Pastor John 
will lead us in 
the commun-
ion service. 
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