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Merry Christmas
by John T. McLarty, Senior Pastor
What a great story! The Gospel.
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Shepherds were out in the field,
keeping watch over their flock by
night. Suddenly the angel of the Lord
appeared in blazing glory, and they
were terrified. "Do not be afraid,” the
angel said. “I am bringing good news
which will be a source of joy for all
people. Today, in the city of David, a
Savior is born, Christ the Lord. And
this will be your sign: You will find
the newborn baby lying in a manger."
Then vast choirs of angels joined the
first angel and they sang, "Glory to
God in the highest, And on earth
peace, goodwill toward men!" (Luke
2:8-14)
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem of
Judea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, wise men from the East came
to Jerusalem, asking, "Where is the
newborn King of the Jews? We saw
his star in the East and have come to
worship him." When these Wise Men
finally found their way, they entered
the house and when they saw the
child with his mother, Mary, they fell
down and worshiped Him. They
opened their treasures and presented
to him gifts of gold, frankincense,
and myrrh. (Matthew 2)

Good news. A thrill of joy. The promise of
peace. Elation. Celebration. Gladness. The
Christmas story lives at the center of our
faith. The lights and wreaths and candles
and presents and chocolates and cookies
and cards—all this makes perfect sense to
us because we are enthralled with the
brightness of our story.
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And the music: “The Messiah.” “Silent
Night.” “Joy to the World.” “O Come, O

Come, Immanuel.” What a testament to the
power of our story! What a lovely way to
savor its spirit. The Gospel is so powerful it
manages to flavor even secular elements of
the season. Goofy pop music offers
backhanded honor to the story. “Rudolf the
Red-nosed Reindeer” celebrates the surprise
unveiling of the worthiness of an unlikely
hero. “I'll Be Home for Christmas” honors the
value of family Christmas traditions even in
its lament about actually failing to show up.
That's the power of our story. It haunts even
those who have “left it behind.”
It is our pleasure to celebrate the story
unabashedly. We adore the baby. We lose
ourselves in the glorious music. We enjoy the
decorations. We take pleasure in the lights and
the fragrance of noble fir trees. We eat our
cookies in honor of the king.
We celebrate the holy birth and pray that even
now God will accomplish through us some
further bit of goodness, that God will make us
agents of his kingdom to bring hope and help
and healing.

Merry Christmas.

Help Serve Christmas Eve Dinner to our Neighbors
The 4th Sunday of each month, Green Lake Church is responsible for a meal for the
homeless served at the Lamb of God Lutheran Church in Lake City. Green Lake church
members prepare food, bring
other menu items, and serve
the meal. This month, the meal falls on the
24th and creates an opportunity for volunteers to have an especially meaningful
Christmas Eve experience.
If you would like to join this group, contact Sellyna Ehlers
(sellynae@gmail.com, 951-522-8303) or Ken Fairchild
(ksfchild@yahoo.com, 206-832-5532).

Accomplishments — thank
you volunteers
We now have LED lights installed
throughout the church. When you
are enjoying the bright light during the dark winter months, think
of the team of volunteers led by
Ken Fairchild who devoted more
than one Sunday afternoon to the
project.
This project also allows us to contributing to the city of Seattle’s
focus on conserving energy.

Messages for the Church Family . . .
Church Family,
Thank you for the “farewell” event and for the gift and kind words.
It was my privilege to be the Mother Hen watching over the family
for 18 years.
Your help as volunteers in running Green Lake Church was much
appreciated, as was your support of the church which paid my salary
and purchased superb office equipment.
May God hold you in His hand.
Blessings to all of you,
Carolyn Lacy

Chairs that need a new
home
Help us clean and organize
the Green Lake Church attic by taking chairs that we
are surplussing
The pictures to the left
show some of the wooden
and metal folding chairs
that need a new home by
the end of the year. If you
are interested, please call
the church office at 206522-1330.
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Notes of Appreciation — cards and letters sent care of the church office after
the Thanksgiving season
A letter received from
Ronald McDonald House
Charities in response to the
Thanksgiving gift of food
and funds to stock the pantry, coordinated by Barbara
and Gordon Jonsen.
Dear Barbara,

What a lovely surprise
when we received the wonderful gift of “goodies”
made by the Deaconesses
and the Junior Dept. of
GLC. Our church family is
so loving and important to
us! Thank you so much!

The Megales

Thank you for your recent in kind donation of grocery items to prepare
Thanksgiving Dinner, food for our pantry, and gift cards, valued at $575.00.
We were also honored to receive your donation of $500.00 in support of the
children and families served by Ronald McDonald House Charities (RMHC)
of Western Washington and Alaska. Your gift will provide a family with approximately 17 nights of much needed shelter, along with a sense of community and belonging in a time of crisis.
In 2016, the Seattle Ronald McDonald House provided 28,603 nights of housing and services to 455 families. In the words of one family:
“Feeling embraced, secure, loved and protected – that is the essence of
the House.” -- Maddy’s Grandma

Dear Deaconesses,
Thank you so much for the
lovely Thanksgiving basket.
It was a pleasant surprise
and so appreciated. We are
enjoying all the nice things
that were packed with love
from all of you.
Love and Hugs,

We look forward to keeping you updated about the House and upcoming
events through future newsletters. Again, thank you for your generous contribution to the House.

Donna and Ken VanFossen

Sincerely,
Dianna Finnerty
Executive Director

We are grateful to the Juniors and Deaconesses for
putting together and distributing a Thanksgiving shopping bag filled with wonderful homemade cookies,
muffins, fruit, candy, soups,
hot drinks, etc.

Vanessa Kirk Briley
Co-Director of Development

Dear Juniors and Deaconesses,
Thank you for your artistically decorated Thanksgiving gift bag with its dozens
of gifts inside.
What a cornucopia! Fruits, cinnamon rolls, granola bars, trail mix, foil-wrapped
chocolates, different flavors of jam, homemade muffins and cookies, packets of
cocoa and cider and herbal tea, 2 beautiful Thanksgiving napkins, and a delightfully painted chocolate turkey. The variety of gifts and the skillful packaging are
stunning. You are amazing!
What a season of delicious treats we are going to enjoy!
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!
Irene and George Neiswanger
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Plus, we had a lovely and
lively visit from two of our
favorite church members:
Cathy Batiuk and Janna
Stern.
We miss our friends, the
fantastic music that is provided during the worship
service, and, of course, the
timely weekly sermons!
God Bless Everyone.
Ida and Roger Ferris

Green Lake Church Candlelight
Christmas Concert
This year’s 53rd annual concert takes place Friday evening,
December 15, at 7:30 p.m. It will feature our vocal choirs,
handbell choir, and orchestra presenting beloved Christmas
music and carols interspersed with a retelling of the Nativity
Story through scriptures and inspirational readings.
The program will conclude with several congregational carols
by candlelight led by the choir and orchestra. A reception follows in the auditorium below the sanctuary. An offering taken
during the program will be given to Aurora Commons to support its services
for our unhoused neighbors

Christmas Breakfast — please join us
The Sabbath School program on December 23 is the Green Lake Church
annual Christmas breakfast.
Please bring a breakfast item to share and help us celebrate the holiday, 9:3010:30 a.m.

Make a Note on Your Calendar -Pictures for our new directory
Mid-December we will begin taking photographs for
a new version of the Green Lake Church directory.
After the Worship Service December 15, 22, and 29,
we will have a “photography corner” in the Chapel,
along with the usual after-church refreshments.
Gummi Ibsen, a long-time Green Lake member and
photographer of our events, will take photos of individuals and families. We will also collect updated
directory information to be sure your address, phone
number, and email are current.
The next version of
the directory will
be published in
multiple formats
for convenience:
print, online, and a
format suitable for
a phone app.
December 2017

Advent Sabbaths Through December
During the Worship Service for the next three
weeks, we will continue to celebrate Advent.
In addition to special music from several Green
Lake Church members and our musical groups,
each week will feature an Advent reading, Advent
hymn, and the lighting of the Advent Candle.

The Hope Candle was lit this past week. Over the
course of December, the candles of Peace, Joy,
and Love will be lit and, finally, the Christ Candle.
From Pastor McLarty:
Over the two millennia since the days of Jesus,
Christians have developed traditions of lighting
candles to symbolize some of the great and precious values embodied by Jesus and proclaimed in
the Gospel. Our Christmas candelabra features
four outer candles symbolizing hope, peace, joy,
and love. They surround the center white candle
which stands for the person of Jesus and the fullness of God resident in him.
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Fourth Antiphon
O Key of David, Come

The “O Antiphons” are one of the great, ancient
traditions of the Christmas season. These prayers
have been part of the Christian tradition at least
since the eighth century and exist in several translations from Latin for chanting or singing during
Advent.

Each of the seven antiphons addresses God in
Christ with a messianic title drawn from the Old
Testament, and each begins with “O.” Each
speaks to the hope that is realized in the coming
Savior.

O key of David, come.
Unlock what none shall bind,
And lock what none shall loose:
The captives in the darkness
Imprisoned now set free.
Fifth Antiphon
O Glorious Dayspring, Come
O glorious Dayspring, come.
The bright eternal light
And sun of righteousness,
On those who sit in darkness
And death’s cruel shadow, shine.

In a Christmas service, the following antiphons
would typically be presented along with related
biblical texts and the Magnificat.

Sixth Antiphon
O King of Nations, Come

First Antiphon

O King of Nations, come.
The hope and cornerstone
Who makes from many, one,
You fashioned us in Eden —
Your earthen vessels, save.

O Highest Wisdom, Come
O Highest Wisdom, come.
While reaching end to end
In sweetness ord’ring all,
To us, O mighty Savior,
Discerning judgment, teach.
Second Antiphon

O Lord of Israel, Come
O Lord of Israel, come.
Through bushes breathing fire,
To Moses you gave Law;
O come, redeeming Ruler,
With arms outstretched to save.
Third Antiphon

O Root of Jesse, Come
O Root of Jesse, come.
This ensign raised for all
To whom the nations pray,
Before whom kings keep silent:
To rescue quickly come.
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Seventh Antiphon
O God Among Us, Come
O God Among Us, come.
Great king, who gives the Law
To gather nations nigh,
O Lord our God, Redeemer,
To save your children, come.

For an afternoon and evening of festivity, join the youth
group at the Ballard Center nursing home, 3:00-4:00 p.m., December 9, to sing holiday music and visit with the residents. Move on to a stroll around Green Lake’s annual
“pathway of lights,” 4:30-7:30 p.m. Beginning at 6:30, join the
group in the church fellowship hall for hot chocolate, hot cider,
and pizza, followed by a Christmas movie.

More Holiday Festivities

Cypress Adventist
School Christmas
Concert

Auburn Adventist Academy Church
Journey to Bethlehem — A live nativity production
December 7 - 10, 2017
Tickets available for time slots 5:30 - 9:00 nightly

Come support our students as
we take a journey through the
sounds of bells, speaking, and
singing, a Christmas musical
called "Wise Guys and Starry
Skies"

Travel to Bethlehem with a group as you journey through scenes filled
with people in historical dress—Mary and Joseph, the wise men, an innkeeper—and the many kinds of animals you might have seen if you had
traveled to see the baby Jesus — a donkey, a camel . . .

Thursday, December 14, at
7:00 p.m. at the Edmonds
Seventh-day Adventist
Church.

www.aaachurch.org/article/10/journey-to-bethlehem
Questions: Call 253-833-5853
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To Mindy and the GLC Deaconess
Board:
This note is a formal “thank you!” from the
families of Theda Mitchell for the hard work and
effort you put in providing a reception meal following Theda’s memorial service. Everything, I know,
was prepared and served with love!
The room was beautifully decorated; the
food was OUTSTANDING! Everyone we talked
to enjoyed the meal – the patties, potatoes, salads,
vegies – even the gravy and Z-sauce! Words can’t
express our gratitude!
We Love You, God Bless You!

Learn more in this week’s
Sabbath School program,
December 9, 9:30 a.m.
Mark Voth, who organizes
Safety Leads each week for
the church, and who works
in safety for Washington
State, will outline how to be
prepared for disasters.

Potluck and Free
Christmas
Decorations —
Bring food for potluck and
take away some Christmas decorations for your
home.
This week, December 9, we will have the
monthly after church vegetarian potluck. Home
-cooked dishes or prepared food from the store
are welcome additions.
There will also be a table with free Christmas
decorations — items from the attic being
removed during ongoing attic cleaning.

A message from your Green
Lake Church
Safety Superintendent:
Many of our members travel considerable distances over bridges / ferries
and through infrastructure that will
likely collapse in a larger earthquake.
Your Safety Committee is preparing to sustain people at church as long
as a week with water, food, and some other basic care items. Why? An
earthquake or extended bad Winter storm could make it impossible to
return home except within a short walking distance, possibly even for
weeks. We strongly urge you to prepare a car kit/box with a short supply of snacks, water, and other essentials like medicines.

Please refer to the internet links below and the internal links inside this
FEMA site for other helps to get ready for an earthquake or natural disaster. Three days’ supplies are the bare minimum recommendation in fair weather. StandIf you really love us, include us in your emergency plan ard recommendations for our Puget Sound Region are 2 weeks.
Learn more here:
https://community.fema.gov/hazard/earthquakeen_us/be-smart?lang=en_US
www.mil.wa.gov/preparedness
If you have questions, please contact
Mark Voth
Greenlake Safety Superintendent
WA State Operations Specialist
MarkVoth@MYUW.net
(425) 501-1037
December 2017
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6350 East Green Lake Way North
Seattle, Washington 98103-5416
206-522-1330
www.greenlakesda.org
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AND OTHER EVENTS
Hospitality Potluck ......................................... December 9, 12:30 p.m.
Candlelight Christmas Concert ...................... December 15, 7:30 p.m.
Christmas Breakfast ........................................December 23, 9:30 a.m.
Neighborhood Meal....................................... December 24, 4:30 p.m.
Lamb of God Lutheran Church, 12509 27th Ave NE, Seattle 98125

Mark Voth
Simona Vuletic
Karla Walters

Donating Online to Green Lake Church
Credit card, debit card, and ACH options are available
on the church’s website, www.greenlakesda.org, by
clicking on the green “Donate Online” box at the upper
right of the website home page.

Help a Needy Family this
Christmas
Children from 24 needy families of Greenwood
Elementary School can have a better Christmas
season with our help. An outreach worker who
has identified these families would like to give
each a $25 or $50 gift card from Fred Meyer.
That money can provide food during vacation,
when the children do not receive free breakfast
and lunch at school, or other household needs and
gifts.

December—January
Pulpit Schedule
December 9

John McLarty

December 16

John McLarty

December 23

John McLarty

December 30

John McLarty

January 6

John McLarty

January 13

Hanz Jouissance

January 20

John McLarty

January 27

John McLarty

The school must have the cards to distribute December 11. For a tax deduction, give via
the church (e.g., offering envelope), making the
school clear. You can also give a donation to Terri Smith-Weller, who is coordinating this effort.
Donations must be received by Terri or the
church by December 9.
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